The University of Maine

DigitalCommons@UMaine
General University of Maine Publications

University of Maine Publications

4-9-2021

Faculty Senate Bylaws
University of Maine Faculty Senate
Kimberly Junkins
University of Maine

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/univ_publications
Part of the Higher Education Commons

Repository Citation
University of Maine Faculty Senate and Junkins, Kimberly, "Faculty Senate Bylaws" (2021). General
University of Maine Publications. 1211.
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/univ_publications/1211

This Webpage is brought to you for free and open access by DigitalCommons@UMaine. It has been accepted for
inclusion in General University of Maine Publications by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@UMaine.
For more information, please contact um.library.technical.services@maine.edu.

Spring '21 COVI0-19 updates

About Us

Home
About Us
Constitution
Bylaws

Bylaws
BYLAWS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE FACULTY SENATE
ARTICLE I. ELECTION OF SENATE OFFICERS

Faculty Handbook
At the March meeting, t he Committee on Committees shall present preferably at least two
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ca ndidates for Pr esident, Vice President, Secretary and Boar d of Trustees Representative. The
agenda for the Apr il meet ing shall include the nam es of those nominated. Ther e shall be an
opportunity tor nom inations trom t he tloor at the time ot the election in April. Each ottice shall be
voted on separately by secret ballot, wher e t her e is a contest, and a maj or ity of t he votes cast shall
be necessary for elect ion. In the event that no candidate r eceives a maj ority, a second vote shall be
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taken between the two highest ca ndidates. In the event the Vice President's office becomes vacant
prior to t he expiration of the ter m, the Senate shall hold a special election. At a regularly scheduled
meeting of the Senate, the President shall inform the members of the vaca ncy, ask the Committee
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on Committees to secure nom inations, and set the t ime for the election at the next r egular ly
scheduled meeting of t he full Senate. At the time of election, t he procedure shall be as outlined at
the beginning of this paragraph. In the event t he Secretary's office becomes vaca nt pri or to the
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expiration of t he ter m, the President shall, in co nsultation with the Execut ive Committee, appoint a
replacement to serve the r emainder of the t erm.

ARTICLE II. COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP
The new President of the Senate shall designate the Chairperson of the Comm ittee on Committees.
The Committee on Committees, except as otherwise noted, shall make reco mmendati ons to the
Pr esident of the Senate for all facu lty m embers of each standing comm ittee. The Pr esident shall
appoint the members of each standing co mmittee, and par liam entarian and the chair of each
comm ittee, w ho serves at t he pleasure of the President. Ex offi cio members, wher e specified in the
com position of a comm ittee, shall have all rights of membership. The President shall be an ex officio
member of each standing co mmittee. To ensure that each College is repr esented o n the Executive
Committ ee, the President may appoint members to serve "at large" on the Executive Committee.
Section 1. Defin ition of Faculty M ember:
Full time facu lty members shall be defin ed as:
a. Tenured or tenure track faculty member.
b. Resear ch faculty member with an aca dem ic appointment.

c. Cooperative Extension faculty member, co ntinuing co ntract or co ntinuing contract track
d. Full time faculty m embers at any rank.
e. Lecturers and instr uctors.

f. Directors and Department Chairs w ho ar e also full time faculty members and meet all of these

crit eria: 1. Program offers a degree, maj or or conce ntration, 2. Program has fu ll time facu lty
members, other than the dir ector, and the direct or is engaged in teaching, scholarship, and service.,
3. Facult y mem bers in the program engage in shar ed governance. Jn essence, an eligible director
should be accounta ble to the fac ulty, and t reated as a chair by the University.

ARTICLE Ill. SUBCOM MITTEES
Each standing comm ittee may create such sub·com m ittees as will expedite its wor k. Subcommitt ees
may include faculty m em bers, administrators, and students, but the chairperson must be a m e11ber
of t he par ent committee and a major ity of members m ust be Faculty Senators. Each subcom m ittee
shall be r esponsible to t he par ent co m mittee and r eport directly to it.

ARTICLE JV.

STANDING COM MITTEES

Section 1. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

A. Function. The Execut ive Com m itt ee has broad r esponsibility for planning and fac ilitating the
activities of the Senate. This co mmittee assigns, coor dinates and reviews the wor k of the
comm ittees of the Faculty Senate. The Executive Comm ittee co nduct s t he b usiness of the Senate on
a temporary basis, if in its judgm ent, an emergency exists.
B. Membership. The mem bers of t he Executive Comm ittee are the President of the Senate, the Vice
President/Pr esident-elect, the Secretary, the Chairpersons of these Com mittees: Academ ic Affa rs;
Const itution and Bylaws; University Enviro nment; Finance and Institutional Planning; Service and
Outreach; Comm ittee on Committ ees; Research and Scholarship; Library Advisory; Program
Creation, Review, and Reorganization Comm ittee; General Education Com m itt ee; Parliamentarian;
and the Board of Trustees Representative. The immediate past pr esident of the Senate w ill hold, for
a period of one yea r, the designation "Past Pr esident" and w ill serve as a non-voting member of t he
Senate Executive Committee and hold a seat at Senate meet ings.
Section 2. ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMM ITTEE

A. Function. The Committee on Academ ic Affa irs r eviews and makes recommendations to the Senate
in rP.e;irrl t o ;ic;iclP.mic m;ittprs in chirline 11n ivpr:;ity-w iclP. clP.er P.P. rP.CJ llirP. mP.n ts, rn rr irn lum m;ittP.rs

involving two or more colleges, the academic calendar, academic freedom, academic standar ds,
academic performance, t he assessment of academic outcomes, aca dem ic titles, cr iter ia for ranks,
admission standards, grading, evaluation of teaching, student aca demic standing, honorary degrees,
and the library.
B. Membership. The mem bers of t he Committee on Aca dem ic Affairs ar e the Vice President for
Academ ic Affa irs and Provost and, as m uch as possible, o ne Facult y Senator from each college and
Cooperative Extension, and one student Senator .
Section 3. UNIVERSITY ENVIRONM ENT COMM ITTEE

A. Function. The Committee on the University Enviro nment reviews and makes r ecomm endations
to the Senate in mat ters r elat ing to the aca demic and phys ical environments of the University
including cultural programs, energy and r esource conservation, sustainability, free speech and
assembly, athletics, public r elat ions, residential life, safet y, facilities, and conduct.
B.

Membership. The members of the Committee on the Universit y Environment are the Vice

Pr esident for Student affairs and, as m uch as possible, one Facu lty Senator from each college and
Cooperative Extension, and an Undergraduate and Graduate St udent Senator.
Section 4.

FINANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL PLANNING COMM ITTEE

A. Function. The Committee on Finance and Institutional Planning r eviews and makes
reco m mendati ons to the Senate in mat ters relat ing to adm inist rative organization, institut ional
planning, and budgetary issues affecting university pr ior ities and allocation.
B. Membership. The mem bers of t he Committee on Finance and Institutional Planning are the Chief
Financial Officer and, as much as possible, and o ne Facult y Senator from each college and
Cooperative Extension, and one Undergraduat e and Graduate Student Senator .
Section 5. RESEARCH AND SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

A. Function. The Committee on Research and Scholarship reviews and makes r ecommendations to
t h e Sen at e in matters r elat ing t o research incl uding r esearch p riorit ies, research fu nds, patents, t h e

protect ion of human and animal subj ects, and resear ch safety.
B. Membership. The mem bers of t he Committee on Resea rch and Scholarship ar e the Vice Pr esident

tor Kesearcn, an d as much as possible, one f-aculty Senator tram each college an d Cooperative
Extension.
Secti on 6. CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS COMMITIEE

A. Function. The Committee on Constitution and Bylaws reviews pro posed amendments to the
Const itution and Bylaws of t he Faculty Senate.
B. Membership. The mem bers of t he Committee on Constitution and Bylaws ar e the Parliamenta rian
of t he Senate, the Vice Pr esident/ President-elect, and three Facult y Senators from d iffer ent col eges
or Cooperative Ext ension.
Secti on 7.

ELECTED MEM BERS COM MITTEE

A. Function. The Elected Members Committee is charged with explor ing issues of inter est to its
members. The comm it tee may take up issues and topics placed befor e it by m aj ority vote of the
comm ittee or by agenda. This w ill not lim it the co m mittee from accepting comm it ments referr ed to
the co mmittee by t he Faculty Senate. Although the m embership of t his committ ee com prises the
maj or ity of t he Faculty Senate, this com m ittee may not issue statements of any type in the name of
the Facult y Senate of the Univer sity of Maine. Ordinarily, the co m m ittee shall not report to the
Faculty Senate unless expressly listed on the agenda of t he Faculty Senate.
B. Membership. The members of the Elected Members Committee include all m embers of the
Faculty Senate who have been elected by their respective faculties. The Chair shall be the President
of t he Faculty Senate or his/her designate.
Secti on 8. PROGRAM CREATION AND REORGAl\llZATION REVIEW COMMITTEE.

A. Function. The Program Creation and Reo rganization Review Committee (PCRRC) has the
responsibility to r eceive and r eview proposals for t he cr eation, elim ination and r eorganization of
academic programs. After the infor mation is gathered and evaluated, the comm it tee will present a
reco m mendati on to the fa culty senate for its approval.
B. Membership. The members of the Program Creation, Review and Reorganization Comm ittee are a
m inim um of six Faculty Senators, inclu ding, as m uch as possible, one from each co llege and
Cooperative Extension. Members of this com mittee may be members of other standing senate
comm ittees.
Secti on 9. SERVICE and OUTREACH COMM ITTEE

A. Function. The Commit tee on Service and Outreach reviews and makes r ecommendations to ihe
Senate r egard ing servi ce and outr each issues an d opportunities t hat affect the university and its
comm unities.
B. Membership. The members of the Committ ee o n Service and Outr each are, as m uch as possible,
at least one member from each of the colleges and Cooperative Ext ension.
Secti on 10. LI BRARY ADVISORY COMM ITTEE

A. Function: The Library Advisory Committee reviews and m akes recom m endations to the Senate in
matters r elating to the fu nctions of t he libr ary including physical plant needs, staffing levels,
financial support, service to t he academ ic community and the adoption of new technology. The
comm ittee shall provide a comm unications link with the cam pus as well as a policy forum on library
i::.::.ue::..
B. Membership: The mem bers of t he Library Advisory Committee are the Dean of Librar ies, te n
facu lty members r epresenting a vari ety of d isciplines, an undergraduate student an d a graduate
student. The Chair of the Committ ee shall be chosen by t he Senate Pr esident.
Secti on 11. GENERAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE

A. Function. To serve as a liaison fo r all adm inistrative committees dealing w ith general education,
i.e., Undergraduat e Program Curr iculum Committee, (UPCC), an d Committ ee of Student Learning
Outcome Assess ment & Improvement (SLOA & I); and to bring to the atte ntion of the Academ ic
Affa ir Commit tee issues r elating to general educat ion that ar e w ithin facu lty purview, which m ean s
all issues.
B. Membership. Chair is a member if the Aca demic Affairs Committee and is appointed by the chair
of t he Academic Affa irs Committee. Ex Officio members ar e: Faculty Senate repr esentative to the
Undergraduate Program Cur ricu lum Committee, Director of Center for Excellence in Teaching 2nd
Assessment (CETA), Co-Chair of the Provost's Committee on Student Learning Outcomes
Assessment an d Im provement, Facult y Senate volunteers, and a broad repr esentation of fa culty
members from var ious colleges an d units. There is no set num ber.

Section 13: INFORMATION AN D TECHNOLOGY COM MITTEE
1. Function: The Infor mation Technology Committee w ill review and make recommendations to

the Senate in regard to academic Infor mation Technology mat ters impacting fa cult y.
Specifically, but not lim it ed to: the planning, use and availabilit y of technologies in support of
class room and distance educat ion, monitor and assess proposals and ongoing Infor mation
Technology systems w ith respect to the impact on facu lt y scholarship (defined as teaching,
research, and service).
2. Membership: The members of the IT Committee ar e at least one Faculty Senator from each
college and coo perative extension, and one Undergraduate and Graduate Student, t he head of
Cam pus IT and Chair of t he ITSC (or future camp us w ide Technology Comm ittee).

ARTICLE V. SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Other Ad Hoc Committ ees may be created for time lim ited periods as vot ed on by the full Senate.

ARTIC LE VI. AM ENDM ENT
These bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vot e of t he Senate Faculty Members present and
voting, provided that the proposed amendment has been submitted to the Secretary of the Senate
at least forty-five days pr ior to the vote on the proposed amendment. Upon r eceipt of the proposed
am endment, the Secretary shall forwa rd it to the Chair per son of the Committee on Const itution and
Bylaw. The Secretary shall then notify the members of the Senate in the next regular m eeting
print ed agenda t hat such a proposal has been ' eceived and fo rwar ded to the Committ ee on
Const itution and Bylaws in confor mance w ith t 1is sect ion of the by laws. This comm ittee shall review
the proposed amendment and make r ecommendations. The proposed amendment and t he action
of t he Committee on Constitution and Bylaws shall be distributed by the Secretary to t he
membership of the Senate at least fi fteen days pr ior to the meeting at w hich action is to be ta ken.
Revised January 27, 1999
Article IV Sect ion 7
Revised January 31, 2007
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Revised October 17, 2007
Article IV Sect ion 5
Article IV Sect ion 9
Revised Apr il 22, 2009
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Revised March 7, 2018
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